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Subject: PREMISES LICENCE NEW APPLICATION 
Re : Café Tropical, 240 Hornsey Road, London,.N7 7LL 

1. Synopsis 

1.1 This is an application for a new premise licence under the Licensing Act 2003. 

1.2 The new application is to: 

• The provision of recorded music from 10:00 – 23:00 on Sunday to Thursday, 10:00 – 
00:00 on Friday and Saturday.  

• The supply of alcohol on the premises only from 10:00 – 23:00 on Sunday to Thursday, 
10:00 – 00:00 on Friday and Saturday. 

• The provision of late refreshment from 23:00 – 00:00 on Friday and Saturday.  

2. Relevant Representations 

Licensing Authority No 

Metropolitan Police No 

Noise No 

Health and Safety No 



Trading Standards No 

Public Health No 

Safeguarding Children No 

London Fire Brigade No 

Local residents Yes: two local households  

Other bodies No:  

 

3. Background 

3.1 Papers are attached as follows:- 
 Appendix 1:  application form; 
 Appendix 2:  representations; 
 Appendix 3:   suggested conditions and map of premises location. 

4. Planning Implications 

4.1 The Planning & Development section have the following comments to make in relation to the 
above application, that the property is not located within a Conservation Area, and the property 
has an existing A3 (restaurant/cafe) use.  

5 Recommendations 
5.1 To determine the application for a new premises licence under Section 17 of the Licensing Act 

2003. 

5.2 These premises are located in the Holloway Road and Finsbury Park Cumulative Impact Area 
therefore the Licensing Committee will need to consider Licensing Policy 2, which states that 
there is a presumption of refusal unless the Committee is satisfied that there will be no adverse 
cumulative impact on the licensing objectives. 

5.3 If the Committee grants the application it should be subject to: 

i. conditions prepared by the Licensing Officer which are consistent with the Operating 
Schedule (see appendix 3) 

ii. any conditions deemed appropriate by the Committee to promote the four licensing 
objectives.(see appendix 3) 

6 Conclusion and reasons for recommendations 

6.1 The Council is required to consider this application in the light of all relevant information, and if 
approval is given, it may attach such conditions as appropriate to promote the licensing 
objectives. 

Background papers: 
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The Department Manager 

Licensing Service 

Public Protection Division 

Islington Council 

222 Upper Street 

London N1 1XR 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Licence Application: 

Cafe Tropical 240 Hornsey Road London N7 

Your ref WK/170009853 

I wish to lodge my objection to the application for a premises licence for the following reasons: 

Prevention of Nuisance 

1. The application is (naturally) being made to increase business, however this will increase noise 

emanating from the premises and increase noise from patrons arriving and leaving late at night. The 

attendant shouting, screaming, door slamming and fighting in addition to that already is existing as a 

result of the Eaglet Pub opposite negatively impact on my and others’ peace and quiet generally and 

form a nuisance. The granting of a late night alcohol license will increase this nuisance. 

2. The consumption of alcohol appears to go hand in hand with the smoking of cigarettes: in order to 

comply with the regulations prohibiting smoking inside a premises, the patrons will necessarily be forced 

into stand around the entrance to my premises and lean on my plate glass windows (with attendant 

safety issues and damage likelihood), given that there is no other area where open air smiling can take 

place on that premises. 

3. When the Applicant Premises was until recently operating as a restaurant with a table outside, there 

was a prevalence of spitting, drinking games and litter outside the premises.  

4. Playing music late into the night at the Applicant Premises in the modern fashion with deep bass, 

thumping and drumming sounds emanating from the un-insulated premises and especially when the 

door was left open or opened and closed very frequently by patrons will be unbearable. 

5. The Applicant Premises has a large plate glass window area and no sound proofing insulation, the noise 

which will undoubtedly be generated by or attributed to the premises will be excessive. 

6. The existing Eaglet Pub, together with the effects of the licence application at 116 Seven Sisters Road 

already produces an excess of noise late in the night, both from revellers entering and leaving and from 

music noise escaping therefrom. The excessive licensed opening hours for the applicant here will make 

matters worse in this regard, especially if the Premises is not properly sound-proofed. 

 



  

Crime and Disorder 

1. Whilst the operators of the existing Applicant are no doubt decent people, on past performance of late 

night openings of other premises nearby, the area attracts various unsavoury characters who regularly 

fight, shout obscenities and generally, vomit and urinate in the street, often against or over my own 

property.  

2. Revellers of those premises find it convenient to congregate outside my premises after hours and to 

continue to consume food and drink.  Items of alcoholic drink packaging, bottles and fast food 

purchased in the vicinity are then left to litter my property and make entrance and exit therefrom slippery 

and dangerous as a result of the spilled food and drink and urine. This is not acceptable. Again, it is 

feared that the existing nuisance will increase unacceptably with the granting of a late licence to the 

Applicant. 

3. The congregation of youths and their irresponsible behaviour, which is attributable to the late opening, 

will be terribly intimidating especially to a person of my age. 

4. The Police are called at regular intervals to intervene in fights at or outside other premises such as the 

adjacent pub, the Eaglet.  The late closing of the Applicant’s premises will only lead to increased local 

tension between the revellers of the various premises. The Police resources are already stretched in the 

Borough and the issues deriving from a late licence will only make them worse and reduce effective 

policing generally. 

 

Public Safety 

1. Licences premises have a higher than average propensity for fire risk. The Applicant Premises is 

insufficiently prepared for an outbreak of fire. 

2. There already is insufficient parking for revellers to attend the existing establishment, and the granting of 

a very late licence to the Applicant will make the congestion in Seven Sisters Road, Hornsey Road and 

the surrounding area even worse. 

3. The narrow Hornsey Road is already difficult for the passage of fire/ambulance/police vehicles and 

busses. The late opening will prolong and exacerbate this problem. 

4. Taxi cabs and private vehicles (which are still being used as mini cabs illegally) are attracted to the area 

in search of fares from revellers.  When the Eaglet shuts now, there is already a great amount of 

disruption (more shouting, door slamming, U turns in the road, car alarms sounding etc); therefore 

granting a late licence to the Applicant will increase the intensity of this nuisance and for longer periods. 

I have a Blue Badge but am usually unable to use it as I cannot find a place to stop the car sufficiently 

close to my home because of the parking problem created by the existing establishments. 

5. In the past, I have had occasion to complain to the managers of the Eaglet as to excessively noisy and 

early deliveries of supplies. Obviously, with increased trade from late opening to the Applicant Premises 

such deliveries will be more frequent and of longer duration. The disruption will be intolerable especially 

after a late opening night. 

In my opinion, the combination of increased traffic congestion, noise pollution, reveller and Police activity would, 

resulting from the granting of a late Licence to the Applicant would lead to an unacceptable deterioration in the 

quality of my and others’ life and in the nature of the district as a whole. 



  

I would respectfully urge you not to grant a licence for the late opining times sought by the Applicant.. 

Yours sincerely 





Appendix 3 

Suggested conditions of approval consistent with the operating schedule 

1. The capacity of the premises will be limited to 40  

Conditions proposed by the Metropolitan Police (Conditions agreed)  
2. CCTV shall be installed, operated and maintained, at all times that the premises is open for licensable 

activities, so as to comply with the following criteria: The licensee will ensure that the system is checked 
every two weeks to ensure that the system is working properly and that the date and time are correct. 

 
3. A record of these checks, showing the date and name of the person checking, shall be kept and made 

available to Police or authorised Council officers on request; 
The Police must be informed if the system will not be operating for longer than one day of business for any 
reason; 

 
4. One camera will show a close-up of the entrance to the premises, to capture a clear, full length image of 

anyone entering. The system will provide full coverage of the interior of the premises and any exterior part 
of the premises accessible to the public.  

 
5. The system shall record in real time and recordings will be date and time stamped; 

Recordings will be kept for a minimum of 31 days and downloaded footage will be provided free of charge 
to Police or authorised Council officers on request (subject to the Data Protection Act 1998) within 24 
hours of any request; 

 
6. At all times, there will be a person on the premises who can operate the system sufficiently to allow Police 

or authorised Council officers to view footage on request and to supply a copy of footage immediately to 
Police to assist with the immediate investigation of an offence. 

 
7. The supply of alcohol at the premises shall only be to a person seated taking a table meal there and for 

consumption by a such a person as ancillary to their meal. 
 

8. A proof of age scheme, such as Challenge 21, shall be operated at the premises where the only 
acceptable forms of identification are recognised photographic identification cards, such as: a driving 
license or passport / holographically marked PASS scheme identification cards. 

 
9. An incident log shall be kept at the premises, and made available on request to the police or an authorised 

officer, which will record the following: 
a. All crimes reported to the venue 
b. Any complaints received 
c. Any incidents of disorder 
d. Any faults in the CCTV system 
e. Any visit by a relevant authority or emergency service 
f.  All ejections of patrons  
g. All seizures of drugs or offensive weapons  
h. Any refusal of the sale of alcohol 

Conditions proposed by the Noise Service (Conditions agreed) 

10. •Noise or vibration must not emanate from the premises so as to cause a nuisance to nearby properties.  

11. •No vertical drinking  

12. •Alcohol shall not be sold or supplied on the premises otherwise than to persons taking table meals there 
and for consumption by such a person as an ancillary to his/her meal. 

13. •Music shall be restricted to ambient background levels of sound. 

14. •In the event of a noise complaint substantiated by an authorised officer, the licensee shall take 
appropriate measures in order to prevent any recurrence. 



15. •Noise and/or Odour from any flue used for the dispersal of cooking smells serving the building shall not 
cause nuisance to the occupants of any properties in the vicinity 

16. •There shall be no collections of refuse or deliveries of consumables between the hours of 23:00 – 07:00 

17. •All fuel used for any charcoal grille shall be of the type approved on the schedule of DEFRA for use in 
smoke free zones i.e. compliant with BS3841. Appropriate documentation in relation to solid fuels in use 
shall be kept on site and available for inspection by authorised officers. 
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